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last few years have donme extremely well
There were a group of six soldier geitlers
whom the Minister for Mines met. One of
thom has no less than 150 acres under erep
this year, and a oumber of others are deing
remarkably well. 1f proper consideration is
given to my proposal, the outlook for these
gettlers will he very much brighter.

On motion by Mr, Davies, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned ot 1024 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m, and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resmined from the previous day.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
{4.35]: 1t had been my intention to econ-
gratulate Mr. Ewing upon his ‘elevation to
Cabinet rank, but after hearing Mr. Helmes
yesterday I am not sure that instead of con-
gratulations he does not need sympathy.
However much the Leader of the House may
wish to carry out his ideals, which, no doubt,
are the same now as they were in the past.
he is only one of six, and will have to do tha
best he can with the hrutal majority against
bim. I had the honour of being in Cabinet
for a good many years, 1 was always very
outspoken regarding State trading concerns,
for instance. 1 was Honorary Minister for
Agriculture, and was called vpon to deal with
some of the trading concerns. 1t was with
great pleasure I was able to wipe out the
fish-selling business and the meat-selling busi-
ness. Had T had the management of the
other trading concerns, no doubt I would
have found means of doing the same thing
with them.

Hon. V. Hamersley: You did that without
any Act of Parliament.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: Yes. I ob-
tained legal opinion. I do not know whether
the present legal advisers of the Government

tender advice that is not so good as it was
in the past. The fact remains I managed to
drive a coach and four through the Aet when
I wanted to, and drove it to some purpose,
I hope the Leader of the House will use all
the influence he has with his colleagues to see
whether something cannot be done with these
trading concerus. I have always held they
are wrong in principle. There may be times
when the Government should step in, as for
instance in the early day of the geldficlds be-
tween Esperance and Coolgardie. The owners
of the water condensers skied the price of
water to such an extent that it was almost
better to die of thirst than te buy it. The
Government then installed condensers and
policed that district, and brought down the
price to a rensonable figure. They warned
the pirates that if they did not in future con-
duct their business in a reasomable manner
they would again be undersold. Private er-
terprise, however, kept going and did the
trade. The Government condensers did very
little more than supply departmental officers
travelling up and down. They fulfilled the
necessary function, however. We were told
that the other State trading concerns were
going to do exactly that and no more.

Hon. J. Cornell: Evidently the Covernment
condenscrs did not join the combine,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I am coming
te that. We started sawmills because it wan
thought the people were heing penalised
through the price charged for slcepers for
the Railway Department. Tha Liberal Gov-
crnment ereeted a sawmill in order to obtain
sleepers for rhat department,

Heon. T. Moore: And a good one ioo.

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: Yes, but it
was the wrong way to go ahout it. There
was another way without starting sawmills of
getting railway sleepers at a fair price, The
forests helonged to the State, and by regula-
tion the royalty couid be aitered from time
to time. T said to the Premicr of the day,
‘Do not start sawmills; you have the situa-
tipn in the hollow of your hand by your for-
estry regulations. Yon e¢an make these peopln
supply you with cleepers at a fair price and
ean state the number that each firm shall
supply.”’

Hon. J. Duftell: You arc not a believer in
price fixing are you?

Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: I believe in
a fair deal for all. The Government could
have ensured a certain number of sleepers
annuaily at a fair price. This wouid have
been mrreh better than starting the ball rolling
and arriving at our present position. Whea
the Labour Party came into office, believing
as they did in State trading, they embarked in
the timber industry in a large way, Did they
police the indusiry in orler to stop the oec-
tonus from grabbing big prices from people
whe wanted timber? On the contrary, the
price of fruit eases went up 50 per cent. as
seon as the Government entered into the saw-
milling business, and it has never come dowm.

Hon. T. Moore: Are the other people sup-
plring ecases at a lower rate?
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Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Slightly
Iower, but the price is not likely to come down
when the State Sawmills are holding it up to
the extent they are. Meanwhile the growers
are suffering. L am not squealing about this.
1 have advizsed my fellow fruitgrowers to start
spot mills and cut cases themselves,

Hon. E, Rose: Do they not all belong to
one association?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Unfortun-
ately, yes. So far as 1 can sce the State
Sawmills boss the whele lot in the matter of
fixing prices.

Hon. T. Mgere: Did not the State Saw-
mills open up the karri forests?

Ion. F. E, S, WILLMOTT: No.

Hon. T. Moore: "They did.

Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: T will not
argue with the hon. member, but -his inter-
jection #s incorreet. The first one to open
up the karri forest around the Warren was
the late Mr. Lyall. Of course the karri was
opened up years ago at Denmark, and in
another part of the State by Mr. M. C.
Davies.

Hon. T. AMoore: The present Premier
started to ring the karri forest. That is all
he thought it was worth.

Hon. T, E. 8, WILLMOTT: Yes, and that
wasg 2 great mistake, but he is not the only
ore, 1 remember when the karri forest was
g by Millars to fulfil certain contracts
and comply with the conditions ot contraet,
That also was found to be a mistake, and
was reetified. I have always opposed State
trading. T hope both Houses will be willing
ta place in the hands of the Government the
right to seli or lease every or any or all of
these State trading concerns. T do not eare
what party is in power, for T have sufficient
faith in wy fellow men to helieve in their
honesty and integrity. Any Government can
safely be left to deal with State trading con-
cerns. While on the subject of the State trading
concerng, T wonid like to mention that some
little time ago I was aceused by the Premier
of making wild and woolly statements in the
Press. T did make certain statements st
Bridgetown bnt not the statements that were
published. Those statements were absolntely
ridiculous and no onc knows hetter than Sir
James Mitchell that T eould never have made
them,

Hon~E. Rose: Why did vou not contradict
them?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: T did not knew
the report had Feen published until Mr. Rose
drew my attention to the fact. Tmmediately
T did know T took aectiow, but it was too lafe.
Is it likely that T would make such ridiculous
statements ns were published? 1 said that,
so far as the Wyndham Meat Works were
roneerned, it was better to work them than
to leave them idle, for if we did wnot work
them we would lose £30000 per annum,
whereas if we did werk them, we would loge
only £45,000, 1 pointed out the indirect
benefit the State gained by keeping the
works going. Unfortunately, however, tha
reporter twisted my statements around and
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said that I was in favour of net working the
Wyadham plant. That was absurd. T was
an lonorary Minister in charge of the Agri-
cultural Department, and had a good deal to
do with the works. In those eircumstanees,
is it likely that I would deliberately state
what 1 knew to be untrue? The Premier,
hefore stating that I had made wid and
woolly remarks, might have taken the trouble
to find out if T had given utterance to them.
1t Sir James Mitchell had referred to my
‘“alleged statements” it would have been all
right. He did not do so. On the other hand,
however, we find that the Minister for Mines,
Mr. Scaddan, made a mistake of £195,000 in
his railway figures and his statement ap-
peared in the Press.

Hon, B, H, Harriz: That may liave been
a typographical error.

ITon, I, E. 8. WILLMOTT: I saw it at
once and knew that Mr. Seaddan, having a
certain amount of the right stuff in his head,
could not have made such a statement. Nat-
urally T concluded it must have been a silly
mistake., 1 did not rush inte the Press, as
I should bhave done perhaps, and aceuse a
fOwild and woolly Judas Iscariot’” of making
2 mistake to the tune of £195,000, T realised
that it must ie a typographieal error, and
the aext day o paragraph appeared in the
Press to thar efeet. 1 leel hurt indeed that
the Fromier, in wha:e Cabinet I was {or guite
a while, shonld have indulged in lanpuage
oi that descriprion, with an alleged statement
of mine which he kuew 1 had never uttered.
My, Moore took Mr. Latham to task for en-
deavouring to stay the impetuosity of cer-
tuin individuals in their advocacy of the
unimproved land valoeg tax.

Hon. T. Moore: Tmpetuous farmers.

Ton. F. B, 8. WILLMOTT: He was very
wise. Casting one's mind back a few yewrs,
I rememher wise men in the neighbourhood
of Bridgetown and elsewhere rushing in and
legging the Government to put a tax on their
orchards. I fouglt them for three years but
they beat me. They begged the Government
to levy the tax and naturally the Govermuent,
bheing of a kindly disposition, agreed to do so.
Within 12 months those same orchardists
hepged me to get the tax lifted. Fortunately
one of the judges of the Supreme Court
owned an orchard there, and after these men
bad paid the tax for three years, he discov-
ered that it was not an annual tax but a
registration fee and could only be demanded
onee. T was a Minister then and, gullible
fool that T was, T had paid the tax three
times, Finding that T had done wrong, I
approached the department with a request
for a refund. 1 wnas told, however, that it
eould not be done hecause the payments had
heen entirely voluntary gifts on my part.
T produeed documents to show that the tax
had been demanded. T was informed that
that had nething to do with the case. If a
man makes a demand and one is foelish
eitough to ecomply with it, the law cannot
touch that man. The Government held the
view that those payments represented a free
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gift and collared the orchardist’s money;
they have kept it to this day. Why did those
orchardists desire te be taxed?  They were
foolish cusugh to thiuk thut the money wouid
be earmarked for the special purpose of
securing additional inspectors and of having
research work carried owt to encourage the
industry and prevent diseases attacking the
fruit. What happened? The taxes were paid
into revenue nnd that was the end of the
whole thing. 1 like the unimproved land tax
in some ways, but any man who is mad
enough to ask a Government to place this
halter round his neek before he has got his
fares and freights definitely altered, is silly
indeed. Such a2 man would be the most gul-
lible individual T can imagine. The taxation
would be imposed all right if the request
were made for it. There ¢can be no shadow
of doubt on that point. TE, having requested
a tax and secured the imposition of it, one
went along to the authorities for a reduction
in rates and freights charged by the Rail-
way Department, the Commissioner would
say, ‘*Why should 12°’ He would prohably
be informed that the land which was then
undeveloped would soon be developed and
the Commisioner would gef extra freights
and with the inereased population, increased
fares as well, Not being altogether a fool,
the Commissioner would probably ask when
the development was to take place, immed-
iately or within a period, such as three years.
The Commissioner would he told that devel-
opment would take pluace after a few years
and he would tell the deputation that he
would deal with the guestion in three years’
time.

Hon. T. Moore: What abont the rich city
values that have heen put up already?

Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT: Tt is all right
in theory bt if Mr. Moore can show me
how a tax can be imposed upon those people
without them passing it on, I will support
the projosal.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Someonc has to pay
for the impost.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: A property
ewner will raise his rents immediately, If
a man owns 50 cottages that are occupied by
working men, he will get his
tax out of thosec workmen. If a man has
a big store he will get his tax out of the
people buying produce from him, and so the
tax will revert to the man on the land and
the worker. For these reasons 1 dread it. 1
will not deal with the question of finance.
The figures given by JMr. Lovekin rather
under-estimated the cost nf many of the Pre-
mier's sehemes.  We talk about six million
pounds with hated breath! Will six million
ponnds pay for all those schemes?

Hon. J. Duffell: No more than £800,000
would build that Denmark railway proposi-
tion,

Hon. F. 2. 8, WILLMGQOTT: ¥ agrce that if
20 million pounds were judiciously expended
in that part of the State. it would he for the
ultimate benefit of Western Australia. T can-
not understand why so many people who were

increased

in favour of the Premier's scheme for develop-
ing the wheat areas, are oppored to his scheme
for the development of the South-West. There
is that feeling noticeable, more especially
amony these in the wheat areas.

Hon. J. Coracll: It must be cussedness.

Houn. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I do not think
it is cussedness; it ie. perhaps, ignorance,

Hon, J. Cornell: That is worse.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: Undoubtedly.
No cne to-day regrets the develepment of our
huge wheat areas. ‘Were those areas, how-
ever, developed without loss te the State?
Shall we not loge about £500,000 through the
Industries Assistance Board alone?  Have
not private individuals, who backed the far-
mers in the carly days, lost huge sums of
meney? Will not the State have to lose over
three millions of weney in conncet¥on with
the settlement of those wheat arcas? Even
8o, does anyone regret it?

Hen. J. Cornell: We have only lost that
antount nominally.

Hon, P. BE. 8, WILLMOTT: At any rate,
it is lost for all time. Despite that fact, would
we like to see the wheat areas as they were
before the scheme was put into operation?
Would we still like to sec the State import-
ing flour from South Australia or would we
not preter to see a 20 million burshel harvest
ready for export? The same thing will oceur
in the South-West. What T desire to sce is
that the State shall profit from the mistakes
made in the settlement of wheat areas. I am
sorry to say, however, that rither than see
that end achieved, we are doing exactly what
happened there. I will quote an instance in
support of that statement. Many thousands
of pounds were lost in connection with trans-
port arrangements aml the people had to un-
dergo much suffering, beeause the railways
were nct put out first,

Hon. A. Burvill: Hear, hear!

Hon., F. . 8, WILLMOTT: We all knew
of this great scheme for the group settle-
ments in the South-West and Parliament, in
its wisdom, approved of certain railways sone
time age. Despite that we have, after all
the expericnce we gained in seftling the wheas
aieas, the spectaele of people being sent down
te groups south of Busselton with the railway
authorised and vet the construetion has only
procesded some 12 miles out. That railway
could have been put through while the Pre-
mier was in England, and it shouild have
bheen put through at that period. At that
time there was uwnemployvment in the State
and instead of doing this important work, the
Ciprernment preceeded to build the Como
tramway? Rather than do that, this essential
work, so necessars for the gronp settlers,
should have been proceeded with. Why was
not the railway built last summer? As a
resilt of this business, hundreds of miles of
roads have been destroved and and a fleet
of motor cars hag had to he used. T would
like to get the fipures showing the cost of
transport for the grouns heiween Bussclton
and Cape Leeuwin, If the Leader of the
House can give us those fizures they will be
illuminating indeed. They will prove we have
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not profited one little bit from: the experience
we gained in settling the wheat belt. Gener-
ally speaking, the wheat areas have uever
looked better than they do to-day. To travel
through them gladdens one’s heart, What
strikes me, however, as one coming from cat-
tle and sheep eountry, is the enormous amount
of feed geing to waste. Along the Wongan
Hills line and eastward, we could depasture
millions of sheep, and one can travel through
it to-day and not =ee any, hecanse of the lack
of water. If these settlers are to be made
prosperous they have to be given what we in
the South-West are trying to get rid of,
namely, water. That is our big problem in
the South-West—drainage, to get rid of the
water; and their problem is to be provided
with water.

Hen, T, Moore:
problem,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: That can be
bhandied more or less effectually. The South-
West Vermin Board in Bridgetown, in the
very short time it has heen working, has
destroyed 1,700 dingoes, most of which were
sluts, which shows what can be done. We all
know that if the dingo sluts are in good
condition they have big litters, and in what
state would that country have been if the
vermin board had not acted as it has done
with such excellent results?

Hon. T. Moore: That should be a charge
on the whole State.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I agree. Al-
though I introduced the Bill, T considered
that it shonld be a national question. The
sooner it is made a national question, the
better. Various members have spoken of their
regpective provinces, but I was pleased that
Mr. Rose showed that the South-West pro-
vinee members are not selfish. We do not
want everything to be done in the South-
West and nothing clsewhere. I was very
pleased to hear his remarks about the Esper-
ance country and the Esperance railway. One
of the first speeches T made in the House
many years ago was to the effect that Esper-
ance should be linked np with Coolgardie, and
T have never aitered that view. I know that
country better than most people know it, and
T strongly advoeated the railway then, Ewen
now, T do mot think peopie realise what a
wonderful territory we have down there. 1
advocated not only the railway running north
and south, but a railway running cast and
west to link up with the Great Southern.

Hon. T. Moore: And the present Premier
opposed it.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: He did; he never
liked that ecountry, Members in another
place stated by way of interjection that the
present Premier had travelled through it in
the dark, and therefore his opinion was not
worth having. Whether that is so, I do not
know. However, he never liked the Esper-
anee country, but the Minister for Agrient-
tore has recentiy been there, and *‘redis-
covered’’ it. Well, it has always been there.
This railway should be earricd from Norse-
man to Esperance, We do not want a rail-
way of G0 miles with a dead end. There

There is also the dingo
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should also be a railway running east and
west, We are told that we have not many
more wheat lands that can be scttled. We
can settle penple in the Esperance district
for many years to come. The farther north
one gaes into the rieh forest count¥y-—and
richer land one never saw—the lighter be-
comes the rainfall, It is not half a century
since we were told that it was impossible to
grow crops any distance east of York; yot
we find prosperous farms right out to Lake
Brown. I hope we shall find them also in
the Esperance country before long. I for one
have no fear of the Esperance district,

Hon, G. W. Miles: How do you know the
rainfall is lighter in the heavy timber coun-
try? It should be heavier.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The records
show that the rainfall diminishes ag one goes
north, and T presume the records are corrcet.
I am of opinion that country capable of
growing such a forest cannot bhe ecalled a
desert; in faet, by eareful farming, I think
it will prove very valuable land to the State.
Group seftiement is the burning guestion of
the day. To start on the one nearest to Perth,
the Peel estate, it would bhe interesting to
know exactly how much money has been spent
there. T understandl the amount is about
£240,000, but that is only the amount debited
dircetly agninst the 5,000 acrez of swamp
that is being dealt with.

Hon. J. Duffell: What about drainage?

Hon. P. B, 8. WILLMOTT: I think it will
be found that a further £250,000 has been
spent on the Peel cstate and charged up to
another account, a national account. T under-
stand that over £500,000 has already been ex-
pended, and that is a great deal of money to
expend on one ecstate unless it contains a
very considerable quantity of good land. [
hope it does, but T am informed—I trust it
is not true—that there is only 5,000 aecres of
good swamp land on the estate.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I understood there was
18,000 =acres.

Hon. T, E, 8 WILLMOTT: There is
18,000 acres of swamp, but T underatand that
only 5,000 acres is eultivable swamp and that
the balanee, like the swamps dotted about
the South-West, is of very inferior quality.

“If that igs so, we shall have to be very careful

what we arc doing there, becanse 5,000 acres
for £500,000 pans ouvt at £100 per acre.

The Minister for Education: Those figures
fre wrong.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 shall he
only too delighted if the Minister, when be
speaks, will give us the correct figures, The
costing system is cvidently very good indeed:
the papers laid on the Table show that, but 1
want to know how much of the moncy ex-
pended hag been debited to another aecount.
That is not the sole expenditure on these
groups; that is the amonnt debited to each
group, but over and ahove that I am certain
there has heen a large expenditere, and T
should like to know the amount of it. T
hope that the Minister will not confine himself
to pointing out the eost per acre and the cost
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of the cottages, but that he will give us the
actual) figures. Then, again, we have the land
Letween Pinjarra and Bunbury. 1 was al-
ways of opinion—an opinion sharcd by other
peodle—that we had & huge area of swamp
land there. I thought it was between 20,000
and 30,000 acres, People who were supposed
to know had told me so. Adjacent to the
eoast and not iacluding the Benger swamp,
1 do not think there is mueh more than 5,000
acres of swamp land in that district, If one
went there to-day, ome would have to swim
most of the way.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is an ovean to-day.

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: I think we
are over-estimating the extent of our swamp
lands. In the far South the same thing has
occurred. Tt was said there were thousands
of acres of swamp. At the motuth of the
Warren I do not think there arc onc thousand
acres altogether. We see a large area of
swamp and we say, ‘' There are thousands of
acres of it.”’ As a wmatter of faet, thero is
mothing of the sort. When we undertake the
draining of these swamps, we should see that
the drains are so constructed that they do not
drain one man’s property and drown another
man’s property, as has occurred in the past.
We should sec that the schémie will drain such
an area that it will be prefitable, A scheme
that is not profitable if of no use fo anyoune.

Hon. J. Corneil: We do not want te have
to do the work all over again in ten years’
time.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: It is not only
a matter of having to do the work all over
again in ten years’ time; it i3 a matter of
destroying work that has been done. Take
the Benger swamps. The people there put in
a drain to carry, say, ten miblion gallons,
Then the Government came along and con-
structed a drain to earry sixteen million gal-
lons, but they ran the water into the ten
million gallon drain, thus requiring it to
carry twenty-six million gallons of water,
with the result that it overflows and destroys
the crops. We cannot have that sort of thing.
There can ke cnly one end to it, nameiy ruin.
We have to see that these works are earried
out by competent men and in such a way that
they will be permanent, and will drain a soffi-
ctent area of land to make the proposition
payable. That land, properly handled, eannot
b= beaten. The question of irrigation, which
some people are so fond of bringing up, can
well be left till the great question of drainage
has bheen settled. As to the heavier fimber
lands to the south, we who have lived there

know what they will produee, but we are -

atlempting a gigantic task in trying to re-
move the huge forest. We ‘must not be mis-
led in to a belief that it i3 all jarrah, karri
or other marketable timber. When T speak
of the huge forest, I include the red gum
which, up to the present, has not been found
to be of commercial value. We are trying to
remove in a face this forest that tock thou-
sands of years to grow, and we are trying
to do it in a few weeks. Tt is a most
expensive way of doing it, but we say
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we canpot wait; we must push on. If
it is wise to go on—and I think it
is—we must see that the most ipexpen-
sive methods are employcd. Mistukes werg
made at the start, as they always wil} be
in any business, but we are right up against
this problem, as has been pointed out by
Me. Moore:  What class of lahour are we
employing to tackle this gigantic forest? Iif
we had the labour on our own farms, we
would employ it on only simple tasks that
we could supervise. Yet, we are putting
these men on to work where not only muscle
and brawn are required, but brains as well,
We lave down there men who could earry
out the work at a quarter of the price it is
costing to-day. But then the problem
arises, what shall we do with the new
scttlers? Lt has been proposed to put
cfficient men with the newcomers, But 1 do

« not think the eflicient men would work with

them. There is nothing more dangerous
than working in country like that with a
man who is new to the job. He may kill
you. Evidently the Premier thinks it wiser,
cven if the work costs four times as much
as it should, te break the newcomers unto
the work rather than have it done by con-
tract. It would be very interesiing indeed
to see 1,000 aeres of that country cleared on
jiegework, and to eompare that cost with
the cost of 1,000 similar acres cleared under
the present system. I do not like the work
going on like this without the contract sys-
tem being tried. Going down te the settle-
menis and meeting the people there, one 13
struck by the fact that many of them have
made up their minds to spend the rest of
their lives on their heoldings. The women
work a8 hard as the men in making homes
awd little gardens. They never think of the
10s. a day sustenance, but only of the future,
Such settlers as those [ have in mind know
that they are now getting a chance whirh
they would never have got in the country
they came from. On the other hand, un-
doubtedly there are some settlers who, once
the 10s. per day stops, will not stop another
day themselves. 1 do not see how that is
going to be prevented, As long as these
settlers work sufficiently well to meer the
foreman’s  requirements, and sufficiently
hard not to be taken oxception to by other
members of the group, I do not see what wa
can do. However, that land, once cleared
and cultivared, will always find somebady
ready and willing to step in and carry on
the work of those who go out. Tear bas
boen expressed as to what these settlers are
to do with their produce when the land is
cultivated. That land is absolutely the best
fruitgrowing land we have in Western Aus-
tralia. At Bridgetown we can grow fruit
and do grow fruit. From that little centre
we have sent away this year 300,800 cases
of fruit.

Hon. T. Moore: And sold it very cheap.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I regret to say
that we lost money on the transaction. Now
let me utter a word of warning. Although the
group settlement country is hetter than even
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the Bridgetown country for growing fruif,
I would be sorry to see the new settiers em-
barking on orchards until we see a silver
lining to the cloud now overhanging the
fruitgrowing industry. As a fruitgrower I
know what an unprofitable proposition the
industry has been during the last few years.
According to Mr. Burvill, the cow is going
to save the settler. Extreme pessimism has
been expressed by Mr. Baxter. He peints
out that the South-Western country is sour,
and that the nature of the feed grown by ir
will be such as to render it impossible for
many years to produce a butter of anything
like first-grade quality. But that is abso-
lutely wrong. Mg, Rose, interested as he is
in a butter factory, must know that those
statements are very wide of the mark. But
there is this to be econsidered. Supposc
every man at present on the groups wants
apything up to eight ecows in two years’
time. \Where are the cows going to be
obtained? We had the chance of our lives
to get a large number of dairy stock over
here when the Eastern States were suffering
from that dreadful drought. That was our
time to hop in. Eastern scllers would then
have given a good dairy cow for a rooster.
We could have got enough stock absolutely
to settle the question of dairy cattle for the
South-West. However, we missed «the
chance. Unless Providence sends another
drought to the Eastern States to help us—
for which, being Cbristian men, we can
hardly pray—when we do step in to buy
we shall have to pay throagh the nose for
the very stock which we could bhave secured
for a bagatclle.

Hon. A. Burvill: How conld we have kept
the stock until we wanted them!?

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: Some yeirs
ago I was up against a proposition, owing
to the Government having brought down 2 lot
of stoek from the Kimberleys to feed the
metropolitan arca and the South-West. When
those stock eame down here, they were prac-
tically unsaleable. The bottom had fallen
out of the meat market, and the Government
had all those cattle on their hands. What
were we going to do with them? What did
we do with them? Why, Yandanocka alone,
before that estate was cut up, would have
depastured every one of those animals and
kept them rolling fat.

Hon. T. Moore: Yandanooka is good coun-
try.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Beautiful
country. When T went up there, although the
grass was four feet high from end to end of
the estate on the eastern side of the railway
hine, one could have numbered on one’s fin-
gers and toes all the cattle being depastured
there. And meantime the Government were
paying for agistment of cattle on other peo-
ple’s runs, There is an idea in the minds of
some people that if we got over a couple
of thousand dairy cattle we could not de-
pasturc them. FEven if we immediately
brought the cows inte profit, we could dis-
pose of the calves without any trouble what-
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ever among the people who alrcady have
dairy cattle. To purchase those stock during
the drought in the East would have been a
rattling good bargain for the State. The
Premier has taken a gigantic task on his
shoulders, as Premier, as Minister for Lands,
ag Minister in charge of the Industries As-
sistance Board, as Minister in control of the
Agricultural Bank, as Minister for the Sol-
dier Settlement Scheme, and as Minister con-
trolling grvoup settlements,

Hon. J. Nicholson: And as Treasurer.

Hon. F, E. S, WILLMOTT: As Treasurer
he has only to look after the deficit. But is
it possible for one man to carry out all that
work? T say, no.” It means that Sir James
Mitehell has more than he can do, more than
he can efficiently supervise. Therefore, he
must leave the work to the heads of the eivil
serviee, Lot me say at once that Sir James
Mitchell has under him some very fine eivil
servants, splendid men who cannet be beaten.
Nevertheless, I do think it would be very
wise of the Premier to hand over some of his
work to, say, the Minister for Agricuiture,
if the Government will not have honorary
Ministers. I think they should have honor-
ary Ministers, beeause the work is more than
the Ministry can do.  The Premier should
hand over some at least of all that husiness
to another Minister. I do not think that
even a superman could effectively control and
supervizse se¢ many departments.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Why do you say you
dn not think so, when you know he cannot?

Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT: I will put it
that way, then, and say that I know the Pre-
mier cannot., The time will come when the
Premier will regret having tried to earry so
much. He eannot exercise that supervision
which is so essential. Undoubtedly every now
and then one finds a man who is so fond of
getting his own way that in anything affecting
him hc cannot bear to let anyone else have
any say whatever. I admire Sir James Mit-
chetl, I admire his optimism, and the great
work he has done in the past; but I still have
the right to ecriticise when I think he is
wrong. In my opinion, he is wrong in at-
tempting to @®o what mo ome man can do,
namely, earry the work of all these varions
departments on his own shoulders. We have
some prophecies as to the future of the State,
All sorts of ideas have been ventilated as to
how we may retrieve the financial position,
and cnsure suceess and prosperity. Some men
say, ‘‘Tax the people; tax them se as to
wipc out the deficit.’” I think the people

" would be wiped out hefore the deficit was

wiped ont; and thus the goose that lays the
golden eggs would be killed. Then there is
the unimproved land tax, with which I have
already dealt. There are men who advoeate
the reduction of freights and fares on the
railway system with a view to encouraging
production. T do not think reduced rates
and fares would eneounrage production on the
part of the farmer. The position may be
different as regards the miner; indeed, I
believe it is different, But we have no right
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to demand reduction in freights and fares
seeing that knowingly and wilfully we built
our railways with grades that a magpie
would baulk at rather than fly wp. We
put in grades nf ome in forty, aud we feil
the world how cheaply we baild our railways.
We do not say a word about how much it
¢0sts to run those railways after they are
built. If an cagineer is sent out and told
to get a grade of 1 in 40, he is not going
to Jook for anything better than that. If
we had told him we wanted a grade of 1
in 80, we could have got it with very litile
extra expense. Take the line from Balingup
to Donnybrook, a switchback with grades
of 1 in 40,

Hon. G. W. Miles: But vested interests
wanted that line through their eountry.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: No, not there;
that was further south, Between Donny-
brook and Balingup we travel up hill and
down dale, on grades of 1 m 40 both ways.
Yet when the engineers were sent out a year
or fwo apo, they got an excellent grade of
1 in 82 over the same country, with not one-
tenth of the eutting there is on the existing
line.

Hon. T. Moore: Similarly on the Collie-
Brunswick line.

Hon. F, E. 8. WILLMOTT: Yes. It seems
to me we have put our railways where the
worst grades were to be found.

Hon. G. W. }iles: But that is not the
fault of the present Government,

Hon. F. B. 8. WILLMOTT: No, it is the
fault of every Government that has been
in power. I want to congratulate the Min-
ister for Works on having instructed his
engincers to get the best possible grade for
the Pemberton-Nornalap line, He wonld
not take a grade of 1 in 40. T hope that in
future, wherever a line is being construeted,
we shall not be so shortsighted as to think
of the moncy we are expending at the time,
hut that we shall think rather of the millions
we shall have to waste later in haoling over
impossibie grades.

Hon, €. F. Baxter: Thke engineers are not
always to blame. They have to reach a
certain objective,

Hon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Tf our popu-
lation be doubled, and we can keep the bulk
of the people on the land, the finaneial
future of the State need trouble none of
us; but if our population be doubled and
we still have from 48 to 50 per cent. of the
people in the metropolitan area, we shall
be in an even worse position than we are
to-day. Thercfore we must make the lives
of those in the country bearable. Under the
group svstem settlers are able to live in the
back country in better eircumstances than
were afforded by the old isolated settlement.
They have their schools; they do not have
to pgive up their holdings becanse their
womenfolk refusc any longer to see their
children growing up in utter ignorance, Ou
the groups they have social entertainments,
and a hundred and one ways of passing the
time. They are not shut off from every-
thing the mae in the town enjoys. It will
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be found that the group settlement system
will be extended. T hope the Premier will
not confine himself to the South-West, but
will keep his eve on the Fuperance country
und do something there; and that he will
not forget that the wheat area to-day is
hung up for want of water. We must have
a national system for watering that area.
I hope he will not forget that north of the
Murchison River we have a vast territory
of land so wonderful that those hon. mein-
bers who have not been there and seen it
would not helieve how good it is,

Hon. ¢, ¥. Baxter: What do you advise
should be done with the Murchison land?

Hon. F. 15, 8, WILLMOTT: XNot that it
be eut up into 10,000-zere Llocks for people
to starve on. I advise that those who know
the country be asked to give an opinion as
to what shall he done.

Hon. T. Moore: Do you think it ought to

be left in million acre blocks?
- Hom. T, £. 8. WILLMOTT: In some cascs
ves, if men can be found sufliciently foolish
to pay the rents and taxes on 4it. Some of
that country can bLe eut up inte small hold.
ings, hut we must net go to extremes and
cnt it into holdings so small that when a
bad season comes we shall have to assist the
holders.

Hon. T. Moore: Your Government extended
the leases for many years. Therefore
nothing can e done with the land, and you
know it.

Hon. F, E. 8. WILLMOTT: Anything can
be done at any time if Parliament so
decides.

Hon, T. Moore: What, break promises?

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: They arc
broken every day, I remember a promise
that, whatever happened, the Como tramline
would not be built, I remember that pro-
mise being repeated to the third time.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: But you have bheen
holstering up the Government!

Hen, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT. No, I do not
give a hang for the Government or for any-
one else. Tf Parliament decides that those
pastoral leases shall be eut up, they can ha
cut up. Parliament decided that freehold
land granted to a2 man becanse be had ful-
filled certain ohligations rould he taken
from him under the Closer Settlement Bill
of last year. Why, then, cannot these pas-
toral leases be cut up? If the Government
would bring down a Bill to deal with all the
Jand in the State, I would support it. In
any ¢ase, I hope the Premier will not con-
fing Ivis energics to the South-West. I hope
he will push the development of the South-
West to the utmost, hut that he will realise
also there are other areas in this State
equally open to settlement, If he does that,
we shall see in the near future a better
chance of prosperiiy than we see to.day
when so much of our land is unproductive,
not hecause the people are not willing to
make it productive, but because we, througn
shortsightedness, did not give them the
means to do so.
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Hon. C, F. Baxter: What more would you
give them?

Hon. F, E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 would see
that the water scheme on the wheat areny
was nationalised. There are wany otber
ways in which it can be done, and on some
other cccasion, when I have more time, I
will enlighten the hon. member.

Hon. H. BOAN (Moetropolitan-Suburban)
[5.40]: I should lke to compliment XMr.
Ewing on his appointment to the Ministry.
Many members have spoken favourably of his
pussibilities of suecess in the new position.
Althovgh I have had the pleasure of his
acquaintance but a short time, 1 ¢an endorse
all that has bheen said, for I am sure he has
those sterling qualities that appeal to all hon.
members. I wish also to mention the appoint-
ment of Mr. Kirwan, whe I am sure will fill
hiz new office with the utmost credit. I am
confident that the honour of the House will
be strictly upheld by him. T have followed
the speeches very closely.  Virtually every
reference made to the Governor’s Speech has
been very hopeful. Some of the comments
have been a little severe, but reading the
Speech through I cannot but feel that the
country has necasion to be proud of its posi-
tion. 1 firmly believe that Sir James Mit-
chell and his Ministry are on right lines and
acting wisely.  Mention has been made of
some of the obstacles we have to overcome.
One of the most pronounced is that of taxa-
tion, finance. Some hon. members say *‘In-
crease taxation; that will selve all your diffi-
culties.”’ Tt sounds all right, but in prin-
ciple it cannot be done. I want to make a
comparison of our position here in respect
of secondary, and even primary, industries
with that of other States, and show some of
the disadvantages we suffer from in competi-
tion with the Rastern States. Every member
should face this question and endeavour to un-
ravel the problem. We have a uniform tariff,
and the Federal taxation is equal. But there
is a wide diserepancy between our State taxa-
tion and that of Viectoria. Picture a man
coming over here from Vietoria with a sum
of money to invest in an industry. The first
question he should ask is ‘What disadvant
ages have T to face?’” And when he shail
kave accumulated £1,000 profit on the ven-
ture, how will he stand as against a man in
a similar position in Vietoria? L have here
a few comparative figures which apply not
only to secondary industries but to the man
on the land as well. They serve to show the
reason for slackness in every avenue of the
State, to reveal the cause of wnemployment,
and to explain the handicap which is on the
community generally?

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Who is responsible for
the present taxation9

Hon. H. BOAN: I am not here to say. The
hon. memher knows morc about it than T do.
But let me make a few comparisons hetween
the taxation levied on incomes in Western
Australiz and Victoria. In Vietoria a man
with an ingome of £1,000 pays 434d. in the
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£, while in Western Australia thé amount
levied is 914d., over 100 per cent. more than
in that State. On un income of £2,000 in
Vietoria the tax is 5%%d. and in Western Aus-
it is 1734d. On £3,000 in Vietoria it is 6d.
and in Woestern Australin 2s. 1344, Un
44,000 in Vietoria it ig still 6d., while in West-
ern Australia 2s, 934, is levied. On £5,000
in Victoria it is 6%d. and in Western Aus-
tralia 3s. 6d., and on £6,673 it is again 6344,
nnd here we find it is ds. 7d. I ask hon. mem-
bers whether it is at all likely that people
whe have money to invest in the hope of
making a profit are likely to come over here
to give Western Australia the benefit of their
capital when the conditions are such as 1
have quoted? T could give numerous instances
of people with capital having expressed a
desire to come to Western Australia to invest
their money, and having speedily withdrawn on
learning what our rates of income tax were.
Again, those who are already here and who
have capital to invest in manufacturing, have
declared openly that it pays them better to
mannfaeture in Vietoria where income taxation
is comparatively low, and to send the mann-
factured articles to Western Australia. Not
only can the articles be manufactured more
cheaply in the sister State, but they can be
sent across to us and sold at a priee which
ig less than that at which they could be manu-
factured here. Hon. members will not deny
that tho subject is worthy of serious thought.
1t is also a matter that the Government
should take inte consideration for the reason
that it has an effect which is disastrous for
the State. Under such conditiens what sort
of a reserve can any man build wp for the
purpose of increasing the avenues of employ-
ment¥ He cannot possibly do it; he is
drained dry. It is a serious proposition when
the amount of taxation comes to 4s. 7d. in
the pound. I would be sorry to enter upon
the manufacture of anything under conditions
such as these. How is it possible for anyone
here to compete against manufacturers in
Victoriz who have extended to them facilities
that are so much more favourable than ours{
Of eourse there are certain ways of overcom-
ing the difficulties, and one which I think
should be seriously considered is that of dis-
posing of the trading concerns. They are a
drag on the community. Let us picture these
trading concerns in the hands of private en-
terprise. Instead of huilding up our deficit
year after year, these concerns would be pay-
ing income tax. The amount that would thus
find its way into the revenue wouid assist to
bring about a reduction in income taxation.
At the present time the trading concerns do
not pay income tax, which is not fair, and
not only do they not pay anything in the
way of taxation, but they are swelling the
deficit. I believe that the Government are
quite in sympathy with the proposal to dis-
pose of these concerns, and I know that Mr.,
Ewing is also of the same opinion. I would
say, ‘‘De not he too particular about what
they are likely to bring so lung as we get
out of them.'’ In this way we would be rid
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of the loss they are responsible for, and we
would be receiving revenue by way of taxa-
tion from the purchasers. We are keeping
the community poor by retaining possession
of them. The matter should receive the
urgent attention of the Government, and the
disposal of the trading ventures would assist
us materially, not eonly financially but it
would be the means of capitalists coming to
the State to start industries, In Victoria the
farmer pays 6%d. in the pound if he carns
£1,000 per annnm, Here if a farmer makes 2
similar profit he is obliged to pay 9%d. That
kind of thing eannot go on. Whenever
anyone desires to start a little venture in
Western Australia, he mnst go ecap in

hand te fthe Government for support to
the extent of a pound for pound sub-
sidy. Tt is impossible to make a eommenee-

ment in any other way with an undertaking,

Hou. T. Moore: Your own party were re-
sponsible for this taxation.

Hon. F. BOAN: T was not here when it
went through, but it is never too late to mend.
The past bas gone; let us reetify the position
as we find it to-day.

Hon. T. Moore:
Mareh.

Hon. II. BOAN: With the disposal of the
trading concerns we need have no fear about
vambines. Look at commerce in Perth to-
day. Ave there any combines? Why, Perth
is the cheapest place in Australia at the pres-
ent time. Competition keeps down prices, and
if competition does not suceeed in that re-
speet the Government will see that priees
are kept down, Western Ausiralia is a State
that we should all be yroud of. Tt is a coun-
trv that provides opportunities for young men
and these who wish to accomplish something.
It is distressing to find that a man who has
made a few thousand pounds becomes im-
medintely handicapped. He declares then
that he does not eare to remain in Western
Australia and he goes to a State like Vie-
terin where the conditions are so much easier.
In Victoria he meets someone who says,
““How &id you get on?’’ He replies, F4Oh,
T made £1,000.°7 His friend retorts, ‘‘So
did I and I pay income tax to the extent of
45340, What do you pay?'’ Then he replies
that the amount is 91%qd. and the result is as
T have described it. The sooner taxation is
redueed the sooner shall we get on to the
right track. T am pleased te have had the
opportunity of expressing my views on this
matter and T assure hon. members that what
T have said has been sincerely spoken,

We will reetify it next

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan) [5.55]: Tn common with other members
1 desire to congratulate Mr. Ewing on his
elevation to Ministerial rank. T do not think
he need bhe alarmed at the statements made
by Mr. Holmes last night beeause I am cer-
tain that, se far as that hon. member’s re-
marks dealing with State trading are con-
cerned, the Leader of the House will meet
them cheerfully and honestly and as his con-
victions move him. T am satisfied that Mr.

383

be a faector
get rid of

a Minister will
in the scheme to try to
the $tate eanterprises, and that he will
do  his  utmost te Lring aboui their
disposal. We know that last year a resolution
was passed by this House giving the Govern-
ment power to dispose of the trading con-
cerns, and that unfortunately the resolution
did not pass nnother ploce. The result is
thut the bands of the Ministry are still, in 2
sense, tied. [ feel satisfied, however, that
Mr. Holmes’s remarks will spur on the
Leader of the House to live up to all that he
has said against the trading eoncerns, and [
am looking forward to good results in conse-
guenee. [ am satisfied also that it should be
the ambition of every wmember to attain
Ministerinl rank, and to At himself for that
position when it comes his way. I congratu-
Iate Mr. Ewing and I trost he will be entirely
successful as a Minister of the Crown. I alse
estend congratulations to Mr. Kirwan on his
appointment as Chairman of Committees. 1
am satisfied that he too will maintain to the
fuliest extent the bhest traditions of this
Honse. Most hon. memhers speaking on the
Address-in-reply have touched on every con-
ceiviable subject, in some cases important and
in athers wnimportant. I am prepared to
leave it at that, understanding it is the desire
to shorten the provcedings, Therefore I will
confine my remarks to matters of metropolitan
importance only. The first subjeet I Qesire
to touch upen is that of water supply. I
am somewhat disappointed at the brevity of
the reference to this question contained in
the Governor’s Speech. The paragraph deal-

Ewing as

Jng with the matter is mcerely thia—

Yoo will be asked to vote the necessary
meniey to cover expenditure on exteasions
of the metropolitan water supply and tram-
wuays rendered necessary by the growth of
the eity,

fr will be withiu the memory of hon, mem-
bers that for the past two summers the condi
tions have been serious regarding the metro-
politan water supply, particularly in  the
higher arcas. Sc¢ far back as 1907 it was
recognised that steps should be taken towards
the provision of an adequate and permanent
water supply. A report which was prepared
advocated that a eertain course should be
taken. The matter was nllowed to drift and
has never been properly grappled with, In
the last couple of vears the pesition has be-
come so serious that the people in the metro-
pelitan area now look to an approaching sum-
mer with considerable nervousness. Tempor-
ary expedients have heen adopted, one of
which is the installation of artesian hores.
Apart from the diffienlties associated with
hore water, such as algae growth, salinity and
temperature. there is always the danger
of a diminishing supply and an eventual pet-
ering out altogether of that supply.
As the metropolitan area depends largely upon
the bore system, we are taking a big risk.
When the temporary (anning River, Nichol-
son road, scheme was before the coun-
trv  three years age it met with auch
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condemnation that the Government ealled
for expert advice from Mr. E, G. Rit-
chie, whose report has been laid upon the
Table of the House. He dealt with the whole
scheme. His report dealt with the temporary
methods such as hores and the Mundaring
reservoir, and with a permanent supply from
the Canning River dam, having particular re-
fercnee to sites Nos. 1 and 2. He said—

In regard to artesian bores, the increased
exploitation of this source of supply is not
advised any further than shall be absolu-
tely necessary pending the aequisition of
additional supplies of hills water. The
artesion system of supply is regarded as
too insecure for the growing requircments
of a large city, and substantial additional
supplies, delivered by gravitation, are the
need of the day.

The engineer said that artesian bores, and
an incrcased supply from the Mundaring Re-
servoir and the Canning at Nicholson road
scheme could be looked upon as temporary ex-
pedients of a costly nature. As regards the
Mundaring reservoir, he said, as most en-
gineers have agreed that, owing to the low ele-
vation in relation to distance from the eity it
is not advisable te consider it as a scheme for
the metropelitan area. So far as the metro-
politan area is concerned, the farming and
mining comntunities should say, ‘“Hands off
the Mundaring reservoir. That scheme belongs
to vs.”” I am with them in that. For the
metropolitan arca a separate scheme is re-
quired, The whole thing resolves itself into
a question of the Upper Canning scheme, Mr.
Ritchie recommends this sciieme and the
adoption of the No. 1 in preference to the No.
2, as suggested by Mr, Lawson. He says the
clevation is satisfactory, The No. 1 scheme
had an elevation of 460 fcet from the bed of
the river with a 200 feet wall. It would
hold 15,823 million gallons and give a daily
supply of ten million gallons. It would also
have the Wongong Brook, a fine stream, to
fall back upon with the growth and demands
of the people. The No, 2 scheme would have
an elevation of 360 feet, and the wall wonid
be 225 feet high, It would lave a capaeity
of 18810 million gallons, and give a daily
supply of 16 million gallons. The consump-
tion last year reached 13 million gallons a
day. At that time the city was not con-
suming its full requirements. Many con-
sumers got no water at all from day to day,
or week to week. Had they been getting their
full supply even the Canning seheme wonld
have been fully stretched to give the people
of the metropolitan area all the water they
wanted, leaving atome any question of in-
creased demand in the future.

Hon. G. W. Miles: hat is the cost?

Hon. J. M., MACFARLANXNE: The cost was
fixed at a time when cement was dear. The en-
gineer recommended mud and rock walls, and
the linking up of small rescrvoirs as was ex-
pedient, He said that eement walls could be
considered at a later date when thev could
be built at a ¢heaper rate. Between 1909 and
1919 the consumption of water in the metro-
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politan area inereased 91 per cent. It was
still the lowest per eapita consumption of the
large cities of the Commonwealth. The con-
sumption was abont 33 gallons a day as
against that in South Auwstralia of 65 gal-
lons, and some of the other States of 45 to
47 gallons. Session after session the Govern-
ment pass this matter over without giving it
any serious consideration, and arc overlook-
ing one of the most serious things we have to
face. I should like to touch upon the tram-
wayg and their dual control. Wherever the
tramlines are set down, the condition of the
roads through the city is distinctly noticeable.
The lines sometimes stand up an inch or an
inch and a half above the roadway. Between
Murray-street and Wellington-street the read
is in a seandalous condition. This is due to
the tramway peeple pulling up the blocks and
net putting them back in the proper way. The
result is that the water gets threugh, and
lies there, and the trams and the traffic
splash the water for quite a distance as they
pase,  This bad road formation allows the
water to pereolate hetween the blocks and the
cement and get into the permanent roadway,
greatly to its detriment. Tt is wrong to have
dual control over the city streets. I look for
some sort of reciprocity belween the Govern-
ment and the municipality.

Hon, J. Duffell: Do you snggest the muni-
cipalisation of trams{

Hon. G. Potter: And of water supplies?

Hon J. M, MACFARLANE: Yes. If there
was this reciprocity the trouble I refer to
conld be remedied at once. Tt is a menace to
the eity and the public. The tramway people
cannot be induced to improce their portion of
the roadway at the time the City Couneil are
doing their part. 1f some arrangement could
be made whereby the City Council when do-
ing their work could eomplete the whole joh,
and charge the Tramway Department with its
proportion of the expenditure, it would be a
far better scheme. I am also pleased to note
that the marketing scheme, which received
such bad treatment last year when the Bill
was presented, has not been dropped, and that
the Minister for Agriculture is having a con-
ferenec with the various bodies with a view
to establishing marketing facilities at an early
date. The pollution of the river is still a seri-
ous matter. The publie have had that men-
ace to health year after year, and it will prob-
ably be worse than ever during the coming
summer. No mention of that is made in the
Bpecch. No aftempt is made to remedy the
eondition of affairs about which the public
have been complaining so bitterly every sum-
mer. The Government are to he congratulated
on bringing forward a scheme for the estab-
lishment of an agricultural college. The es-
tablishment of such an institution will be a
great boon to the agricultural community. The
sons and daughters of farmers will then be
trained in the proper way so that thev may
become efficient in farming and husbandry
of every description. The Speech saye that
dairying i3 increasing and that new butter
factories are ahout to be established. T hope
the experience the Government have had over
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the Avon butter factory will cause them to
#o slowly in the matter of establishing for-
ther factories; otherwise it will not he the only
oxpericnce of the sort the (Government
will have o face. TIL willi mean losing
geod ecapital, and bring the Government
further into Stute trading. They are now
ruaning the Avon factory ostensibly, 1
understand, for the shareholders, but 1
do not think the sharcholders have been
consulted, and there wever has been a
shareholders’ mweeting ns to handing the
factory over to the Government. I hope
the Leader of the Heuse whl inquire
into the point. Good roads represent one of
the great needs of the State, The railways
are heavily capitalised, and the demands
upon the Commissioner are such that he has
to get revenue by hook or erook. Ii is 2 ques-
tionable method of improving the finances of
the railways to raise freights. The motor
traffic has greatly increused, and we must con-
sider the question from the national stand-
point of building roads fit to carry heavy
motor traffic, Some 20 years ago I held that
a cheap and suitable way of meeting the diffi-
culty was for the Government to dissect the
South-West with good roads, and use labour
from the prison and the Hospital for the In-
sanc for this work. It should be a national
work to open up the country. Tt wounld be
better to use such labour instead of leaving
these people congregated im hospitals or iu
the prizons, and put them out into the coun-
try to work out their own redemption. By
this means, they would be opening up the
districts and eonstrueting good roads
through them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Hen. J. W, KIRWAN (South) [7.30]: 1
do not feel inclined to partieipate in the
debate on the Address-in-reply ai this late
stage and would not do so, especiaily in view
of the general desire to finish the discussion
as soon as 'possible, were it not that it
might he considered ungraciouz if 1 did
not acknowledge my Tfeelings of gratitude
for the all too kind references made to my-
self in the course of the debate. I have
nothiing to add to what I have already said
by way of thanks for, and appreciation of,
the honour done me, further than to say
that if I fail to realise the high antiei-
pations of the way 1 shall earry ont
my duties, it will not be for any want of
good feeling on the part of my fellow mem-
bers, nor for want of that help the House
characteristically extends to anyone who
has dutirs te perform in it. 1 would
like tn take this onportunity of extending
my good wishes to the latest elected member
of the Chamber, Mr. Carroll. T can assure
bim he comes to a House in which a very
fine spirit exists, a2 House in
members express their independent opinions
and in which members are not so in-
fluenced as they are elsewhere by party
ties or party consideralions, a House wnere
the hest of feeling exists among all the

which’

members, but at the same time, a House in
which members are inspired by a verv high
sense of responsibility, I would also like
to join in the congratulations exivnded to
Mr. Ewing on his attainment of Ministerial
office. The Premier deserves to be congratu-
lated on the wisdom of his choiee, for he
could not have selected any more popular
member of the Chamber to represent the
Government here. While on that point, I
must express my disappointment that the
Government have not seen fit to have two
representatives in this Chamber, 1 con-
sider it is too much to ask any one man to
represent a Government here and, at the
sune time, to earry out the departmental
duties be has to fulfil. It is not fuir to the
Leader himself, to this House, nor is it in
furtherance of eflicient administration. 1 was
struck with the references made by Mr,
Willmott when he spoke of the Premier
having too cxtensive duties to perform,
duties no one man could satistactorily carry
out. T agree with that. As Mr. Willmott
pointed out, the Premier has not only
to carry out the duties attached to his
office as Premier, but he has to take charge
of the work of repatriation and the onerous
duties, perhaps the most onerous of all,
attached to the contrel of the finances, Tn his
endeaveur to straighten the finances and to
restore sound finance, surely sufficient is in-
volved to fully occupy the whole of his time,
with an aeccumulated deficit approaching six
million pounds and with the finanees in the
condition in which we find them, is there any
more important Ministerial office than that of
Treasurer? References have been made to
migration and the suggestion was made
that a board should be appointed to
control that work. I am of opinion that
migration in its present form should oce-
cupy the attention of one Minister alone.
When Mr. Willmott speaks of the onerous
duties the Premier has to perform, 1
wonld ask whether the same thing does
not apply more or less to all the Mipisters?
Tn this State, the work of Ministers has been
increasing each year. There arc the State
trading concerns and extensions of Govern-
ment services in various directions, and ai-
though the working has consistently increased
and the number of departments too, the numn-
ber ¢f Ministers to-day is less than it used to
he. We hear of the Government assuming
responsibilities irrespective of Parliament. In
not only Western Australia, but in other
countries, Governments are slowly but surely
encroaching upon the authority of Parliament.
When the tendeney is in  that dircctiom,
—T will bot go into a number of cases
we could cite here where the Govern-
ment have acted withont the authority
of Parliament—the natural eerollary is that
a larger number of memhers of Parliamen
shall have a share in the government of the
country. Of the eighty members of Parlia-
ment in both Honses, there are many able
men who would be onlv too pleased to accept
some of the responsibility of government.
The Government might call upon members to
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aet as honorary Ministers, as acting Ministers
or as under secretaries of departments.
It would be ypossible te improve the
position if that course were adopted. Has
that not been evidenced during the course of
this debate? What has heen the geueral ten-
dency of the disenssion? Apart from the ques-
tion of policy as to whether or not the State
trading concerng should he maintained, the
whole criticism of the Government has becn
against their administration, Al the faults
found have been with acts of administration.
At least one member, Mr, Moore and, I think,
Mr, Hickey as well, would say that even the
failure of the State trading concerns was dua
to mal-administration on the part of Min-
isters.  llowever (hat thay be, the gen-
eral adverse criticism of the Govern-
ment  to-day has  been regarding its ad-
ministration, T have heard no one ohject to
the migration policy nor yet to the land set-
tlement policy. When one recognises the mul-
tilarions duties Ministers have te perform,
it is not & matter of surprise that they should
he guilty of so many mistakes in administra-
tion, but rather is one astonished that the
mistakes are not still greater. If there is any
curg to be found surely it is in the extension
of the respensibility of gevernment to a
larger nuwinber of wmombers of Parliament,
Coming back to the question that prompted
these remurks from me, we have the position
of the Leader of the House here. Irrespectiva
of the question of having two representatives
of the Government in this Chamber, we may
consider what are the duties of our Leader.
T do not say for onc moment that he is not
full of energy and capable, but to ask him
to carry out the duties his office involves, ir
to desire too much of any one man, His
duties are extensive. He has to attead hera
during the whole course of the sittings. Ho
has.to answer questions not merely at question
time, but during debates that cover a wide
range of subjects. Tle has to be prepared,
by way of interjection or otherwise, to ans-
wer all sorts of questions. He cannot answer
them without a thorough and complete know-
ledge of the whole of the governmental
affairs of this State. He has to be an fait
with Bills hefore the House. His duties do
not end there. He is in charge of a number
of very important departments of State. In
the first place, ag Minister for Justice he con
trols the Crown Law Department, the work
connected with the Supreme Court and the
stipendiary magistracy. He is also in charge
of the Titles Office, and of the Arhitration
Court work. Furthermore, he is the head of
the Rlectoral Department. At present we
are face to face with a general elec-
tion for the Legislative Assembly and the
biennial election for the Legistative Couneil.
We will alaso have beforc us shortly a
Redistribution of Reats BRill involving an
alteration of electoral boundaries and
rolls. AN this means a considerable
amount of work in eonnection with that
department, The duties of Minister for
Justice alone, if satisfactorily performed and
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not perfunctorily as Ministers have had to
carry out their duties lately, heeause it is
almost impossible to do otherivise, would con-
stitute a good deal of work and responsibility
for one man. But he is alse Minister for
Education and if there is one department
offering immense scope for improvement,
it is this one. In addition he is Minister for
the new department of the Nerth-West and
that comprises the Aborigines Department,
the control of the Wyndbam Meat Works
and other departments.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Wyndham Meat
Works would be enough for any one man,

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the North-West
comprises a territory as big as Queensland.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The peopling of
the North-West is o matter of vast import-
anee not only to Western Awvstralia, but to

Austealia  genmerally. 1 suggest that this
work is not merely State work; it is
national woerk. We have but a bandful

of people—340,000—gathered in the South-
West corner of the eontinent, and these peo-
ple are struggling to develop the vast North
and North-West, The peopling of that area
is essentially a national work. The empti-
ness of that aren is a menaee to national
safety. I am not one who has ever sought
to incite an anti-Federal spirit in this State.
T believe an aunti-Federal feeling can nover
exist in Western Australia, because it cannot
be established upon a spund basis, The more
carefully one investipates the relations be-
tween Western Australin and the Common-
wealth, the more satisfied oue is of the utter
ahsurdity of these who urge that Western
Australia dees not receive a fair deal from
the Commonwealth., But a case could be
made out for Western Australin, a case that
would be acceptable in the eyes of the Com-
monwealth, but it should not be speilt hy
foolish anti-Federalists talking a lot of rub-
bish sueh as we have heard lately about the
great Federnl gold steal, ete. We are a hand-
ful of people struggling to develop an area of
one-third of the Commonwealth. Tt is essen-
tially a mational duty to people the North
and North-West, and surely we would have
an unanswerable case if we pointed out to
the Commonwealth that the emptiness of our
North and North-West is a menace to the
safety of the Commonwealth and that the
Federal Government ought fo assist vs in our
endeavour to people that vast area and so
secure the rest of the continent.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You try te get a re-
sponse to that and see what your experience
will be?

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: I have discussed
it privately with seme very responsible mem-
bers of the Commonwealth Parliament and
their personal opinion was that if the case
had been properly represented by -the State
Ministers, it would havg received favourable
congideration. Instend of that, when our
Ministers go East, they put up some absurd
case against the Commonwealth that will not
stand a moment’s investigation; it is a sub-
ject of ridicule by anyone who really knows
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the position. [ suggest the advisableness of
approaching the Commonwealth with a view
to requestine a special grant to aid the de-
velopment of the North and North-West. It
is a national work that ought to be ussisted
by national funds.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why not ask the Com-
monwealth to give vs some of our own money
back?

Hon. J. J, Holmes: The Commonwealth
have not done too well in their administra-
tion of the Northern Territory.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: XNo; and perbaps
on that account they might be all the more
ready to give a grant to the State Government
in the hope that our North-West Department
might do betfer than has heen done in the
Northern Territory.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: We shall not do any
better until we have a special Minister for
the North.

Hon, J, W. KIRWAN: I am arguing that
it would be advisable to have a special Min-
ister. The duties and respoasibilities now
carried by six Ministers might well be spread
over a greater nimber. I certainly think this
Chamber shenld have in it two Government
representatives. Some comment was made
regarding a statement by one of the Ministers
when Mr. Colebateh was going away that
future Governor’s Speeches would lack the
literary grace and choice diction that had
previously marked those produetions. That
prediction has been borne out, and I com-
miserate with His Excellency in having had
to give utterance to the rambling and un-
grammatical riginarole that was put inta his
mouth,

Hon, A. Lovekin: Quite true.

Hon, J. W. RKIRWAN: The Speech in-
cluded satatements referring to all sorts of
subjects that were of no consequence. Some
of them we had known all about before, and
the Speech gave us no fresh information. On
others the information given was of no value,
but the partieular points on which we desired
enlightenment were disereetly and entirely
overlooked.
abgsence of any statements of consequence
concerning the mining industry. T was not
much surprised at that, beeause unfortunately
there has grown up in this State a
gpirit of indifference te the industry.
There is no c¢ountry in the world that
would not place a higher wvalue than
does Western Australia at present on the
woanderful asset we possess in our mining
resources. There is scareely a known mineral
that is not found within the borders of West-
ern Australia, and its anriferous area is the
largest in the whole world. Tt extends north
and south for about 1,000 miles from Ravens-
thorpe and Dundas right up to Hall’s Creek,
and over the whole of that area gold can be
found. The auriferous area is between 300 and
500 mil~s wide, and yet we hear comparatively
little about the development of our mineral
resources. The development of our mineral
resources will go on for generations to come,

Reference has heen made to the.
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and great finds will be made. One of the
troubles of the industry is there i1s not the
same spirit of optimism exhibitéd towards
mining as is exhibited toward agricuiture.
We want someone who will adopt the same
poliey towards mining that the Premier
adopts towards agriculture, The Premier in
geasont and gut of season—and rightly so—
talks about the wonderful wealth of our agri-
cultural lands. When visitors come here he
talks to them about nothing else. They are
taken all round our agricultural areas and
there is an unceasing flow of talk regarding
the wonderful future of agriculture. If there
were similar optimism, enthusiasm and energy
displayed by the Mines Department towards
the mining industry, it would be hetter for
the State generally, cspecially for the
agricultural industry. There are great op-
portunitics ahead of the mining industry still,
and we should never forget that faet. 1
have attended several functions in Perth and
have heard much about the agricultural in-
dustry, but little or nothing about the great-
est asset of all, not even excepting agricul-
ture, and that is our mineral wealth. Owing
to your thoughtfulness, Mr. President, there
was an exception at the latest gathering we
had in this Housec—the reception {o the
Overseas delegates. You brought forward
magnificent auriferous specimens that were
lately found in the North. To-day simi-
larly good finds are being made. Tt
is true there is not another Goldem Mile and
that there are no great mines rivalling the
Great Boulder, the Horseshoe or the Ivanhoe,
but still the mining industry is providing a
very prosperous livelihood for an immense
number of people. T who travel a good deal
in the back country and meet these men--—
the finest type of pioneers, men with a
magnificent spirit—find that they are
not teceiving from the Government the en-
couragement they deserve. Only a couple of
weeks ago I was visiting one portion of my
province, Ora Banda, an excellent poor man’s
field. Al over the place small shows were
working, but they are prosperous shows from
the point of view of the average prospector
and the average working man. I reeceived
only one complaint. I found that the Gov-
ernment battery covld not work beeaunse pro-
vizion had not been made for a water supply.
Since ther rain has fallen and the battery
will be able v work so long as water remains
in the dam.

Hon. J. Duffell: How many are there in
Ora Banda at present{

Hon, J. W, KTIRWAN: There is a large
numher of shows, quite enough to keep the
haitery going practically all the time.

Hon. J. Duffell: Anything of a payable
proposition?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN;
prepositions,

Hon. J. Duffell: You surprise me.

Hon. J. W. ETRWAN: The hon. member
i¢ prohably thinking of some show that would
need a company with big eapital to develop

Scores are payable
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it. I do not say there is anything of that
kind, but there are seores of shows where
working men can obtain a prosperous liveli-
hood if only they can get the means to crush
their ore.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
the pipe line?

Hon. J. W, KIRWAX: About 40 miles.
They bad a pipe line there, but it was taken
up. This is only one of dozens of instances
with whieh T eould keep the House going all
night. I am glad that the Government have
done something in connection with the gold-
fields water scheme, and that they propose to
reduce the rates. That, T am sure, will be of
great benefit to the BEast Coolgardie gold-
ficlds. I do hope, however, that they will re-
move c¢ertain restrictions under which the
uscrs of the water sulfer, The goldfields water
scheme is one of the worst monopolies ever
established in the history of the world, One
‘hears of private monopolies, but I have yet to
learn of anything so abhorrent to all one’s
sense of fair play as has operated for years
in connection with the water scheme. Take
the case of a mun who has o mine. 1f that
man strikes salt water, he cannot use that salg
water for the treatment of lis ore. If he uses
galt water from his own mine, the price of
acheme water is immediately put up to such a
prohibitive figure that he has to shut down
his mine. TE he happens to have a dam in the
neighbourhicod of his mine, and that dam fills
as the result of rain, and he uses that fresh
water, at onee the priee of scheme water goes
up to a prohibitive rate, making it impossible
for him to continue. The Government compel
the individual to waste what is the most pre-
cious commodity on the goldficlds—water,
whether salt or fresh.

Hon. A, Lovekin: What reason do they
give for a stupid thing like that?

Hon, J. W. EIRWAN: The rcason that
they want to cstablish a monopoly. They give
1o other reason. They simply will not allow
people te use any water other than scheme
water. That state of affairs does not exist in
the agricultural districts, Of course it could
not operate there. The Government could not
put up the price of scheme water to a pro-
hibitive figure if crops benefited from rain.
Mr. Moore last night spoke of the high
rates for railway carriage to mining dis-
tricts, No one who has stndied these rates
can fail to sec that they are not purely
charges for services rendered, but fhat
in many cases the railways are being
used as a taxation medium, Take the
rate for the carriage of gold, which was in-
creased some time ago. That rate is practie-
ally a tax upon gold, becaase the gold has te
he carried over the railways. When the rate
has gone up to a figure that is monstrons and
absurd, having regard to the weight of gold
and its size, it amounts te nothing short of
a direet tax on gold, and one which the min-
ing eommunity does not receive eredit as
having paid it by way of taxation. One could
give any.number of instances of the same
kind.

How fur are they from
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Hen. J. J. Holmes: The State enterprises
poLl_cteman appears to be getting off his beat
a hit.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN : In the case of
fertilisers the Government very vightly
impose a low railway rate for the benefit
of the agricultural districts, the argument
being that the use of fertilisers means
that the agrieultural industry will advance
and that thus the railways will henefit. What
fertilisers are to the agrieultural industry,
explosives are to the mining industry, RBut
when we endeavour to apply the same
reasoning to explosives as is aceepted by the
Government in eonnection with fertilisers, we
are told, ‘*Oh no, that is quite heside the
auvertion.’’ Tt ig becanse of instances such
as these, which one could quote indefinitely,
that goldfields people feel there is a want of
sympathy townrds them, feel there is not that
Ministerinl enthusiasm and energy which
ought to be displayed for the advaneement of
onr mining regources. Next T wish to refer
to a matter in which T have been interested
ever since T have been concerned in the
public affairs of this State, T refer to the
Esperanece  railway, Tt scems to me
very unneeessary for people to talk about
disovering the postibiltics and  regspurces
of the TEsperancé district. The veport
of a Roval Coinmission issued in 1915 gave
all the partieulars, and a great deal more
than Mr. Maley revealed after his vigit. Tt
was unquestionably a discovery to Mr. Maley,
but it eould not have been a diseovery to
the Premier, nor to Mr. Willmott, nor, T am
sure, to Mr, Baxter, nor to the people of the
goldficlds, nor to anybody knowing anything
at all about the southern portion of the State.
There was something in the nature of a dis-
covery regarding that land between Zanthus
and the seacoast, which is far away from the
Esperance railway. Mr. Baxter doubted the
views expressed by Mr. Maley concerning the
value of the land south of Zanthus. I
have been told that ¢he land i3 very
good, and that it is all that the Govern-
reports represent it to be. I have
never been there myself, but from what I
have learnt I believe there is a vast area of
land in that region which can be opened
up for settlement. I feel very grateful to
the various country members who have ex-
pressed the hore that the Esperance-North-
ward railway will be extended to Norseman,
but there has been an ominous silence on
the part of the metropolitan members and
members representing the Fremantle distriet
regarding that extension. Anyone who will
look at the map of Western Australia will see
what a little gap there is between the head of
the Esperance-Northwards railway and the
Norgseman line. That gap is locally known as
‘“the centralisation safeguard.’’ When the
Bill originally came before the Housc it was
for the construetion of a railway between
Norseman and Esperance. That is the rail-
way that ought to have been constructed.
It was defeated, but those of us who
were very anxious that the line should
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be built preferred to aceept half a loaf
tather than not get any bread. In those
days the ('onntry Party, with their policy
of decentralisation, were nut in cxistenee.
Otherwise | sim perfeetly certain the Esper.
anve Morseman raiiway would mow be in op-
eration. However, past Governmenfs—T am
not now referring to the present Government
—have treated the Esperanee distriet very
badly. I have known as many as 70 or S0
settlers to settle in that district  on  the
gtrength of promises made by the Govern-
ment of the day, promises which in every
snse were not fulfilled.  The settlers did ot
get Agricultural Bank assistance, or help from
the Tadustries Assistance TBoard:; but still
quite a number of them battled through with-
eht 2 railway. Many of them are still there,
and though some of them are not in a pros-
rerous condition, the fact that thev have
stuck upon the Iand is a tribute to their de-
termination and alse a tribuie to the werth
of the lal. Now there is a want of confidence
as to the distriet receiving fair play in the
futnre. 1t is treo that a goeod deal has been
done for the Jdistriet by the preseat Govern-
ment, who ploigzhed the land for the settlers,
and that the rettlers are now getting Agri-
enltural Bank assistanee, But, for all that,
there is a fear that what has happened in the
past may bhappen in the future. [f the Gov-
ernment want the Esperance district to be
seitled, they must show that they mean that
the district shall get fair play  The ma-
chinery for the construction of the railway
is on the spet, and the sooner the railway
is eompleted to junction with Norseman, the
sooner will confidence be restored in the good
faith of the Government and the sconer will
settlement in the Esperance district be upon
a praper basis, [ believe the day will come
when the Esperapee district will be a new
rovinee added ta Western Australia, a new
provinee well scttled by presperons farmers,
The resourecs of  the distriet are greater
even than represented by Mr, Maley or the
Government reports. T know the district
well, and 1 know that there are in it swamp
and other lands quite equal to, if nat better
than, anvthing in the Sonth-West. [ cannot
acquit the Premier of considerable bame as
regards his attitude towards the Esperanee
railwav. Tt is quite true that he has done
a good deal for immigration, but it iz also
quite true that he has done a good deal to
drive some of the hest settlers in Western
Australia ont of the State. He has been
bringing migrants into this State from
Fngland, but there is not a goldficlds
member  in either House who ecovld  not
give the names of probably dozens of
men formerly living on the goldfields who
would have settled in the Feperan-e area had
they been satisfied that they would get fair
play there.  Most of those men have drifted
away., with their families, to setfle in the
Eastern States. T know of some cases in
which they have bought land in the Eastern
States at absurd prieces, land not as pood
as they could have takenm up here in Western
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Australia. They liked the Esperance district
because  they knew the valwe of the
landl, The Tsperance eclimate suits ihe
geldficlds people and there are other reasong
fer their paeferenee.  While Bir James Mit-
chuelt has been bringing migrants in hy one
door, hundreds and hundreds of the most de-
sirable men of this State have been driven
from our goldfields to the Eastern Statea
Thot is whythe population figures for West-
vrn Avstralia do not show up as favourably
as they should, and de not show that the
immigration policy is increasing the popmla-
tion of the State to the extent that it should.
T'or a number of vears [ have been interesfed
in the Edueation Department. The ex-Minister
for Fdueation did great work. Tn gesson and
out he preached the value of education frum 2
rational ‘point of view. When the ery weut ap
for cconomy, he took the stand, ™ Hands off
the Education Department!’’ T think he was
right, Now that adolt suffrage has been
aranted, now that every man and womun has
u voire in the rontrol of governmental nffairs,
the enly safety for democracy is cedneation,
There is a good deal to be feared from
mob  contrel if the mob be ivnerant,
hut we need fear nothing from a pesple
educated up o a sense of their respon
hility. For that reason it is of extreme
importanee that we should prepare for the
future and see to it that our children are
educated, so that they shall be able proverly
to oxereise their duty in taking a ghare of the
control of the affairs of the country. The
rduration vote has heen gradually growing.
To-day it is in the region of £6800,000, Tt is
certainly a hig vate, but T do net thivk
it ia tao large. Mr. Stewart said that sven
te-day instances could be quoted of ehildren
who are not receiving the advantages of il
cation.  Mr, Moore referred to the age at
whieh ehildren eomplete their compulsory at-
teadlance at sehool, and contended that the
age should he raised. T have a great (eal of
sympathy with that eontention. Also | think
there is seope for improvement in the admin-
istration of the Education Department. [ am
sonietimes in doubt as to whether or not we
are receiving full value for the money spent.
It is guite true the curriculum is sufficiently
cxtensive. The children are taught an im-
mense variety of subjects, but from my point
of view, hook learning is not everrthing.
Certain essentials must be taught, it is true,
but there are other eonsiderations equally in-
portant. T ask the Minister is he quite satis-
fied with the children that are heing turned
ont from the State schoolst Has suffivient
attention been paid to such questions as mind
training, character building, and the duties
of eitizenshipt T know many diffienlties are
attendant wpon improvement in this direc-
tion. It largely depends upon the teachers.
However, T do not despait of the Minis-
ter's being able to effect comsiderable im-
provement.  Mr. Nicholson referred to the
disparity existing between the number of
skilted and unskilled workmen in the State.
The Education Department’s report makes
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reference to the system of trade schools.
Good work is being done in the direc-
tion, but I think a great deal more could ba
dene in the same way, The apprenticeship
system, which lasted so many hundreds of
vears, 18 now uite out of date, That system

s foed ey years of the lives of younyr
pewpde,  vears that  were utterly wasted.

Tn trade schools, such as exist in New South
Wales and Queensland, boys are taught trades
in o wmuech shorter time and just as effi-
ciently, In the establishment of trade schools
1 think will be found a selution of the ques-
tipn why we have mot a larger number of
skilled workmen. Tt is deplorable that so
many of our hoys have to take theie places
amorigst  the unskilled  beenuse of eircum-
stanges over which they have no coytrol. L
look to the Minister’s doing a great deal to
improve the Bdueation Department, and 1
sincerely wish that in this as in other respoets
his eareer in office may bhe attended with
marked sueeess.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [8.22]:
With others I desire to congratulate Mr,
Ewing upon his appointment to the Ministry.
I am sure he will discharge his duties just
as well a3 has any other Minister we have
had in this Hounse, Members here have always
rendered ready assistance to guecessive Min-
isters, and I am satisfied the same courtesy
will be extended to Mr. Ewing. T also wish
to congratulate Mr. Kirwan upon his eleva-
tion to the post of Chairman of Committees.
I am sore we shall never have reason to regret
his appointment. I congratulate the Govern-
ment up on the speech with which His Excel-
leney opencd the scssion. As a rule an im-
mense amount of ground is covered in such
a speech, and almost invariably a large num-
her of new measures are foreshadowed. On
this oeeasion, I am pleased to say, the pro-
mised Bills are very few. It is high time
Ministers decided to give earnest atten-
tion to their respeetive departments and leave
the statute-book alone. T was pleased to see
it definitely stated in the Speech that there
is to be no new taxation. Mr. Boan’s re-
marks this evening were quite suflicient to
warrant the Government in coming to the
conclusion that no forther taxation is neces-
sary. Indeed, 1 hope we may be granted
some remission of taxation.  Many people
are looking seriously at the impositions levied
upon their financial resources, After listening
to the remarks of Mr. Kirwan, T am satisfied
that the fear of taxation is the reason why
some of the large mining companies are chary
of investing further capital in their proper-
ties. If those that are sueccessful in their
eperations make large profits, the demands
of the Taxation Department upon these pro-
fits are swiicient to render it doubtful whether
it would not have bheen wiser had the com-
panies left well alone. Both Federal and
State taxation should be redueed, at all events
in their incidenee ujpon people successful in
their work. § particularly weleome in the
Speeeh the referenee to railway extensioas in
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the provinee I represent. The extension from
Narrambean ta Morredin is now proceeding.
The scttlers in that distriet have omly been
awaiting the line before developing that coun-
t1y. Another extension, namely that from
Piawaning to the Round Hill, is te be coun-
structed. I sincerely hope the Government
will seg their way to further cxtend that line
northwards, rather than follow the recent
survey to connect up the line with Pithara,
It will serve a very fine tract of country
hetween AMidland and the Wongan Hills
lire. T know it is the wish of the Commis-
sioner of Railways to link up thosc two rail-
ways as soon as he can. It would be very
muech better to take the line further north-
wards, and so link up the Wongan railway
at a point nearer to Muollewa, Tt is all good
ecountry, well worth railway facilities. The
Uearty-Yorkrakine railway would net have
heéen neeessary had the Dowerin-Merredin
line not heen swerved ont too wide from the
main goldfields line. A great denl of the
country in between those two lines might
be justifiably likened to the Greenough
Tlats. Although it lies between two main
itnes, that country is too far from either,
and consequently another railway has to be
built to serve the people in that distriet.
T mention this in the hope that there will
not be a repetition of it when the railway
from Piawaning toe Round Fill is con-
structed, and that a large traet of good
country will not be left unserved. I am
#lso pleased to notice that there is a refer-
ence to the proposal to run a railway to
Dale River., Setticrs there have bpeen
anxiously waiting for that connecetion for
many vears, and [ trust that the advisable-
ness of constructing the line will be speedily

investigated.
Hon. G. W. Miles: Where will 4t start
from#

Hon. V. TTAMERSLEY: Probably from
Brookton, and when further extended, it
would he a direct line from Corrigin {hrougn
Armadale. The desire has been that it
should be taken this way so as to save the
people in the far eastern belt a eonsiderable
distance when conveying their produce to
the port. The adoption of this route would
obviate a considerable fonnage having tn
pass through the heart of the city.

Hon, G, W._ Miles: Would it not be better
to start from Armadale?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : It wounld be
hetter to c¢onneet the two points at once.
There is far amore settlement at the Dale end
and it wonld be a shorter linking up be-
tween Beverley and Brookton, However, an
inspection is to take place and, T presume,
the enginecrs will deeide which is the better
proposition. At Bencubbin there is a tract
of magnificent country that will justify rail.
way communication, and when it is known
that the Government intend to do something
in that direction a Jarge area will he
eagerlv ftaken up by those anxious to
acquire land,

Hon. T. Moore: Tt is being rushed now.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLLY: There are many
gettlers there already, and they declare that
there is no land in the State equal to what
is in that district, At ihe same time we
know it is hopeless for people ta attempt to
seblic ihere until they know there is a
reasonable prospect of their getting railway
communication, The other important matter
that concerns me is the reference contained
in the Speech to the agricultural eollege. T
do not mind whether it is called a college
or a school; I am pleased, however, to see
a reference to the matter. TIn looking
through the report of the Education Depart-
ment and being aware of the fact that the
vote has heen increasing year hy year, it
is marvellous to observe that although last
year we spent £356,000 in various ways, the
only amount that was devoted to the actual
teaching of agriculture was the som of
£3,398 which was voted for the Narrogin
Nehool of Agriculture. 1 notiee that the
Perth Technical Sehool cost £30,601, the
Fremantle school £6,417, the Northam High
School £16,000, the Bunbury High School
£17,000 and that the ecstimated cost of a
liigh sehool at Albany is given as £21,000
while the estimate for a similar school nt
Geraldton is £15,000. For many Years past
I have approached Ministers in various
Governments and have alwavs been told
that there was no money available for the
establishment of an agricultural college or
school. T always accepted that reply, but
when I saw that such large sums of money
were being spent on technical education,
and that so little was being done towards
the teaching of agricultural subjects, I was
disappointed. T feel mow that we can con-
gratulate the Government on having come to
o decision regrding the agrieultural ceollege.
There are many people in the State who are
anxious that their sons should acqurre a
knowledge of seientific farming. Many arc
senl to ihe Fastern States because of the
absence of facilities in our own State. 1
trust that a suitable establishment will be
ergcted in a good agricultural centre where
advantage of the farilities that will be
offered can be taken by a large number of
students. If the college is conducted in the
way that we hope it will be, we should be
able to impart that knowledge which cannot
be given in the other States, and the
students will know that when they leave
they will be given a thorough grounding 1n
the life’s work they have before them. At
the present time if youths are sent to
neighbours’ farms, they do not get the
oppertunity to learn the different sub-
jects that can he taught at the college.
The farmer of course does his best, but
useally that means only erdinary farm
work, On the average farm nothing can
be learnt ahout growing fruit, or the
pruning of vines or trees. The greatest Jif -
ficulty is experienced at the preseant time in
the way of getting men who know anything
ahout pruning trees, and if one is not care-
ful he will find the men he employs will pro-
bably ruin the two previous venrs' pruniugs,
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bueause the work will be done without system,
We want young fellows to apply system to
everything they do, whether it be in the Lrewd-
ing of dairy herds or sheep or the growiuy of
their wheat, and generally throughout their
larming operations, Many of us whoe are .o
the land to-day are still in the experimental
stage, andl throughout the length and bepadth
of the State many of these who have leosn
suceestful, would have been even bLetter off if
they had been given the opportunity to learn
how to do their work properly. The successes
in many instances have followed on years of
failure, and to-day those farmers know why
they failed and they have had to make up
lost time. I hope that when the agrieultural
college is established it will be in the vicinity
of the main water course of the Avon River,
where it will he possible to do something by
way of irrigation. We know that it will Le
possible to obtain the best results if attention
is given to the question of irrigation which
can be carried out in the vicinity of existing
water gonrses,  In the absenee of definite in-
formation it is ton cxpensive for the indi-
vidual to embark upon that branch of agri-
enlture, [t devolves upon the State to direct
the people how to embark upon it. The peo-
ple are suceceding along the Murray River,
and T fail to sec why we cannot succeed here.
Excellent results would follow. [t is to the
benefit of ihe State that all land along our
rivers should be put to the best use. Before
establishing an agricultural college the hest
possible site should he chosen. T hope the
matter will not be lost sight of. Tt must hn
diffienlt for the Government to finanee this
eountry in view of the constant requests thit
are made to them. [f by attending to the ad-
ministration of the departments better servire
ean be given to the country T shall he the
more happy in congratulating the Minister for
Edueation. [ hope he will long remnin in
the effice, and make a suecers of his Denart-
ments, partieplarly that connected with the
North. There is a wide field open for him in
the Narth. He will get a huge revenue from
that part of the State when it is opened up.
Tn this respeet Mr. Miles ean he of great ser-
viee te him. There should be a fine future
for the people who are settled in the North. L
hope we shall speedily get a large population
there to help us in developing it, for it will be
to their advantage as well as to the advant.
age of the State. T regret the State has lost
the serviees of Mr. Despeissis, who had a
long expericnee here and was well qualified to
advise the Government. He has now gone to
Fiji to teach tropieal agrienlture. We have
in his place a mueh younger man than Mr.
Tlespeissis, who was so well gualified to teach
the people how to grapple with affatrs in the
North. T have much pleasure in supporting
the motien for the adoption of the Address.
in-reply.

On motion by Hen. J. Duffell, dehate ad-
journed.

Hovsge adjourned at 3.49 p.m,




